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Berne, 16 September 2009 

 

 

 

 

Ref.: Beseeching the Queen Elisabeth II to side with the oppressed people of Cabinda 
 
 

 
Your Majesty, 

 
Angola’s persisting warfare against the United Nations (UN) ideal of universal peace in occupying 

and colonizing Cabinda since 1975 has ultimately incited us to deferentially refer to You. We do so 

in the name of the peaceful and fair, yet oppressed people of Cabinda faithfully represented by the 

Cabindan National Movement. 

 

In fact, since Cabinda is indisputably a Non-Self-Governing Territory within the meaning of Chapter 

XI of the Charter of the United Nations; for the reason that Angola’s colonial regime over Cabinda is 

incontestably the major contributing factor to the political insecurity and instability in central and 

southern Africa; and as the Charter of the United Nations sets forth the equal rights of nations large 

and small; we would like Your Majesty, together with US President Barack Obama, to give Angola’s 

President a clear message that the unconditional decolonization of Cabinda, international law, and 

human rights are a priority in the United Kingdom and United States relations with Angola. 

 

In addition, as the United Kingdom happens to be Permanent Member of the UN Security Council, 

on which the Charter of the United Nations confers primary responsibility for the maintenance of 

international peace and security, we respectfully beseech Your Majesty’s benevolent intercession so 

that the U.K. government can soon and voluntarily endorse our appeal for a United Nations hearing 

of our charges that Angola is guilty of murder and aggression in Cabinda. Moreover, that the U.K. 

delegation at the UN can ultimately take the initiative in getting the Cabinda appeal on the agenda.    

 

Your Majesty, 

 
We are exhorting the United Kingdom to play a vital role in the just resolution of the Cabinda issue, 

together with the United States of America, Canada, Brazil, Portugal, Germany, Switzerland, Holy 

Cabindan National Movement 

To Her Majesty  
The Queen Elizabeth II 
Buckingham Palace 
London SW1A 1AA 
United Kingdom 
Tel.: +44 (0) 20 7930 4832 
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See, Algeria, Ghana, South Africa, Congo-Brazzaville, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Indonesia, 

India, South Korea, and Japan. Obviously, we believe not only that the world should hear what we 

have to say, since the situation in Cabinda has implications for free peoples everywhere, but also 

believe that the U.K. is better placed to help President Obama administration and Portugal solve 

this long-standing but ever urgent issue. And this considering the following momentous reasons: 

 

Firstly, in 1883 (1884 & 1885), Sir Robert F. Hammick, lieutenant commander of the British vessel 

Flirt, as well as Sir R. E. Dennett, head of the British company Hatton & Cookson, had witnessed 

the protectorate treaty between Cabinda and Portugal, after the invasion and seizure of a huge and 

rich region of Cabinda (Pointe-Noire) by France in 1883. The British representatives had witnessed 

the aforementioned treaty in the performance of their country’s obligations with regard to Portugal, 

considering the provisions of the 1355, 1373, 1642, 1661, 1948, 1951, and 1954 bilateral Treaties 

between the Great Britain and Portugal. Secondly, Great Britain is one of the fourteen powers that 

had been the protagonists of the Berlin Congo Conference that took place from 15 November 1884 

to 26 February 1885, at which the concerned treaty between Portugal and Cabinda, better known 

as "Treaty of Simulambuco", received attention and ratification.   

 

Your Majesty, 

 
We, people of Cabinda rightfully represented by the Cabindan National Movement, are well aware of 

our moral debt to the British Crown. As a grateful people, we sincerely value the way Cabinda and 

its people have been portrayed by the authors of the - "Encyclopaedia Britannica, A New Survey of 

Universal Knowledge, Volume 4", and value the Canadian kindness in granting Mr. Luís R. Franque 

political-asylum in the 1980s. Mr. Ranque Franque, the singular Cabindan good-shepherd and the 

unique democratically-elected President of the Front for the Liberation of the Enclave of Cabinda 

(FLEC), had previously been persecuted by Mobutu’s regime. Hence, considering the benevolence of 

the British Crown on our behalf, we cannot help believing that the United Kingdom can even do 

more to make known the welcoming, peaceful, intelligent, energetic, enterprising and joyful people 

of Cabinda, and eventually make us properly understood. 

 

Depending upon the preamble of the UN General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 

1960, the United Nations has an important role in assisting the movement for independence in 

Trust and Non-Self-Governing Territories, and is conscious of the need for the creation of conditions 

of stability and well-being and peaceful and friendly relations based on respect for the principles of 

equal rights and self-determination of all peoples, and of universal respect for, and observance of, 

human rights and fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex, language or 

religion. Furthermore, in reply to the Cabindan petitioner at the 4th Committee of the UN General 

Assembly in November 1962, the UN General Assembly1 had adopted the resolution 1807 (XVII) of 

                                                
1 Doc. of the 17th Session of the General Assembly of the United Nations - 4th Committee A/C. 4/SR 1391- 20 Nov. 1962  
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14 December 1962. Afterwards, the UN Security Council had also adopted resolutions 180 (1963) 

of 31 July 1963 and 322 (1972) of 22 November 1972. Ever since 1963 the founding fathers of the 

Organization of African Unity (OAU) had clearly and fairly recommended the self-determination and 

independence of Cabinda to the international community as a whole, by ranking Cabinda as the 39th 

State in its list of the African countries, with Angola as the 35th.  

 

Your Majesty, 

 
We would like the upcoming sovereign State of Cabinda to be, in many ways, a vivid example of 

what the British Crown and the United Nations stand for – a peaceful and multicultural world built 

upon justice and the principle of shared responsibility. We are committed to contributing to the 

fulfillment of international order of justice and peace, and we accept in advance the obligations of 

peaceful settlement provided in the Charter of the United Nations. Our foreign policy is aimed at 

minimizing conflicts and promoting political and economic interdependence. We intend to make life 

easier for every Cabindan citizen just with thirty percent of each Cabindan natural resource, to 

devote ten percent to African-Americans, and the residual sixty percent to the rest of the human 

family, more particularly to African countries in need. Seems to be a mere utopia, but we radically 

believe that we can convert an apparent utopia into reality, for we make our own Albert Einstein’s 

valuable remark, we quote: "The world is a dangerous place to live in, not because of those who do 

evil, but because of those who watch and let it happen". 

 

In the final analysis, since our legitimate struggle for freedom calls for a fair political and adequate 

logistical support from both London and Washington in the name of a more just and reasonable 

international political and economic togetherness, we would also like Your Majesty to suggest very 

strongly President Obama administration and the American petroleum companies based in Cabinda 

to be brave and fair enough to bring up the decolonization of Cabinda on their respective agendas. 

 
May it please Your Majesty to accept our sincere gratitude for your time and help in this matter. 
 
 
Yours faithfully,  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Bartolomeu Capita (Mr.) 
Chairman of the Cabindan National Movement 
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H. E. Mr. Ban Ki-Moon 

Secretary-General of the United Nations 
 

Mr. Barack H. Obama 
President of the United States 

 
H. E. Dr. Susan Rice 

US Ambassador to the United Nations 
 

Mrs. Micheline Calmy-Rey 
Swiss Minister of Foreign Affairs 

 
H. E. Ambassador Dr. Marty M. Natalegawa 

Chairman of the UN Special Committee on Decolonization 
 

His Royal Highness D. Duarte de Bragança 
Duke of Bragança/Royal House of Portugal  

 
Prof. Aníbal Cavaco Silva 

President of the Republic of Portugal 
 

Prof. John E. Atta Mills 
President of the Republic of Ghana 

 
Dr. Nicole C. Lee 

Executive Director of TransAfrica Forum 
 

Honorable Andrew Young 
Chairman of the Board of the Sullivan Foundation 

 
Dr. Marc H. Morial 

President & CEO of the National Urban League 
 

Honorable Minister Louis Farrakhan 
Head of the Nation of Islam 

 
Dr. Angela Merkel 

Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany 
 

Smt. Pratibha Devisingh Patil 
President of India 

 
The Right Honorable Gordon Brown MP 

Prime Minister of the United Kingdom 
 

Father Dr. Raul Tati 
Cabindan Human Rights Activist 

 
Mr. Lyndon LaRouche 

Lyndon LaRouche Political Committee 
 

Dr. Mahmood Ahmadi-Nejad 
President of the Islamic Republic of Iran 

 
General Shaw Clifton 

International Leader of the Salvation Army 
 

COPY OF THIS LETTER EXTENDED TO: 
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Pope Benedict XVI 
Head of the Roman Catholic Church 

 
Archbishop Dr. Celestino Migliore 

President of the Path to Peace Foundation 
 

Ms. Lara Pawson 
Journalist/OpenDemocracy Author 

 
The Right Honorable Stephen Harper MP 

Prime Minister of Canada 
 

Mr. Abd Al-Aziz Bouteflika 
President of the Republic of Algeria 

 
Mr. Yukio Hatoyama 
Prime Minister of Japan 

 
Mr. Peter Taksøe-Jensen 

Assistant Secretary-General (UN) for Legal Affairs 
 

Mr. Lee Myung-Bak 
President of the Republic of Korea 

 
Mr. Randall Robinson 

US Writer & Social Justice Advocate 
 

Prof. Jean Ziegler 
International Human Rights Activist 

 
Mr. Dave O’Reilly 

Chairman & CEO of Chevron Corporation 
 

Mr. Luís Inácio Lula da Silva 
President of the Federative Republic of Brazil 

 
Dr. H. Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono 
President of the Republic of Indonesia 

 
Mr. Denis Sassou Nguesso 

President of the Republic of Congo-Brazzaville 
 

Dr. Jacob Zuma 
President of the Republic of South Africa 

 
Mr. Benjamin Todd Jealous 

President & Chief Executive Officer of NAACP  
 

Mr. Joseph-Désiré Kabila 
President of the Democratic Republic of the Congo 

 
Dr. Isaías Henrique Ngola Samakuva 

President of the National Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
 

 

 

 

 

Pictures related to Angola’s ongoing war against the UN ideal of universal peace in occupying and colonizing Cabinda since 1975 


