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Dr. Angela Merkel’s fascinating country, i.e. the Federal 

Republic of Germany; Dr. Barack Obama’s hefty country, 

i.e. the United States of America; as well as the European 

Union and the UN Secretary-General, in this instance His 

Excellency Dr. Ban Ki-moon, share the responsibility for 

the ongoing belligerent occupation of Cabinda by Angola. 

 

There is a historical and scientific evidence that the illegal 

confiscation of Cabinda’s political sovereignty by Angola 

is the chief consequence of the long-standing imperialistic 

rivalry between France and Germany. Since Cabinda Gulf 

Oil Company Ltd. (CABGOC), a subsidiary of CHEVRON 

Corporation, is involved in Cabinda’s oil/gas exploration 

and production since the late 1950s, and since the United 

States proves to be the heftiest nation that wholeheartedly 

push for the establishment of a more just and reasonable 

international political and economic order, Washington’s 

persisting indifference to Angola’s crimes of international 

concern in Cabinda is a clear disregard for the core values 

articulated in the tools of international law. Since Western 

Europe’s very existence depends on the natural resources 

of Africa and the continued control exercised by Western 

powers over this continent, we cannot help perceiving the 

European Union as the chief mentor of the kleptomaniac 

and colonial regime of Angola over Cabinda. Hence none 

of these mighty actors of international relations is striving 

after the appropriate application and implementation of 

international law in Cabinda and Africa at large. Besides, 

none of them is fair enough to help the Secretary-General 

of the United Nations to stand comfortably as the symbol 

of the UN ideal of universal peace and the spokesman for 

the interests of the world’s peoples, in particular the poor 

and vulnerable among them, like the people of Cabinda. 
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Dear Chancellor Merkel, 

 

In the first place, we seize with pleasure this historic chance to show our profound gratitude to 

the bright and noble people of Germany. We definitely took note of the German people’s clear 

devotion to the struggle for the triumph of justice, lasting peace, and integral development all 

over the world. Germany is the unique European country that dared to provide the Cabinda 

people’s legitimate struggle for self-determination with a furnished bureau in the middle of its 

capital city. The fair-minded German people gave us this unforgettable political and logistical 

support from 2006 to 2008. Hence, at the time when African peoples with melanin are in the 

process of being exterminated just as the American and Australian aboriginals in the not too 

distant past, we believe Germany has a vital role to play if justice is to be done to dark skinned 

peoples who have experienced the worst treatment ever for several centuries on a worldwide 

scale. Bearing that in mind, we respectfully urge you to do everything in your power, together 

with US President Barack Obama, UK Prime Minister David Cameron, Pope Francis, and the 

UN Secretary-General, H.E. Dr. Ban Ki-moon, in order to bring to an end Angola’s belligerent 

occupation of Cabinda, as well as the crimes of genocide, the crimes against humanity and the 

war crimes such internationally wrongful act entails. As we care about getting successful good 

offices undertaken by the Federal Republic of Germany, we are required to refer the following 

subject matters regarding the Cabinda issue to your thoughtful evaluation. 

 

 

 

1. Is the European Union a reliable institution as far as Africa is concerned? 

 

According to the memorable Dr. Cheikh Anta Diop, one of the leading Anthropologists and 

Egyptologists of his time, “if the first humankind had never left Africa to people Europe and 

the rest of the world, there would never have been racial differentiation; the humanity would 

be homogeneous and Black.” From then on, Europe is the symbol of the first mankind’s ruin. 

In its endeavor to meet all its most difficult social and economic challenges, Europe ended up 

destroying partly the first humankind (Blacks) by means of the worst crimes ever that the Slave 

Trade as well as Slavery and Colonialism bring about. It is well known that, after the abolition 

of the slave trade, most Western European imperialist governments paid their respective slave 

owners significant compensation for the loss of their slave labor. And yet the European powers 

concerned remain unwilling to contemplate apologizing and paying reparations to the victims 

of the then institutionalized deportation and slave labor. 

 

The conversation in November 1955 between Dr. Paulo Cunha, Portuguese Foreign Minister, 

and the Honorable John Foster Dulles, US Secretary of State, is of much assistance inasmuch as 

the Portuguese Minister avowed that: “The very existence of Western Europe depends on the 

resources of Africa and the continued control exercised by the Western European powers over 

this continent”. Such dependence proves to be the root cause of Africa’s recurrent violent wars 

aimed at forcing the population of resource-rich regions to flee from slaughters, so that Europe 

can either freely despoil Africa’s commodities or simply get them at an extremely cheap rate. 

As there is no economical plan designed to reconcile the dependence of Western Europe’s very 



Exhorting Chancellor Angela Merkel, EU and USA to Stop Angola’s Colonialism in Cabinda/MNC/03_February_2014 5 

existence on African natural resources and the right of African children to live prosperous lives 

thanks to their own countries’ wealth, the European Union is experiencing an unprecedented 

boom, whereas the population of African countries remain mired in poverty. 

 

In 1975, particular European citizens and governments endeavored to leave the independent 

Angola in the hands of the MPLA alone. Moreover, they gave the very MPLA (Angola’s ruling 

party) the malicious green light to occupy Cabinda by military means. This occupation and the 

following colonial rule were intended to turn Angola (MPLA) into an African mercenary entity 

in charge of terrorizing and murdering Cabindans as a people and nation all over the world, so 

that Western European nations can easily have exclusive control over Cabinda’s natural wealth 

and resources, particularly oil, diamonds, gold, uranium, hardwood, etc. Even though Cabinda 

is a sovereign State in international law, in the light of the 1885 international protectorate treaty 

between Cabinda and Portugal, as well as the 1963 OAU’s list of the African countries, neither 

of Portugal and the European Union dare take Cabinda’s political sovereignty into account. Yet 

the prevailing difference between Cabinda and Angola is of the nature referred to in Article 34 

of the Charter of the United Nations. 

 

Portugal and the European Union’s contempt for the core values articulated in the UN General 

Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, about the Declaration on the Granting of 

Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples; as well as their outrageous disrespect for the 

UN General Assembly resolution 1803 (XVII) of 14 December 1962, concerning the permanent 

sovereignty over natural wealth and resources; makes the martyred people of Cabinda wonder 

whether or not the European Union is a proponent of international order of justice and peace. 

Even though the European Union is a set of nations that enjoy relative plenty, not only does it 

afford indifference to suffering outside its borders but it consumes Africa’s resources without 

regard to effect as well. Portugal and the European Union it belongs to are not at all taking into 

consideration the obligation to promote to the utmost the well-being of the subjugated people 

of Cabinda nor our lawful political aspirations. The honest and fair-minded heir to Portuguese 

throne, in this instance H.R.H. Dom Duarte Pio, The Duke of Braganza, turns out to be the only 

remaining trustworthy Portuguese political figure inasmuch as he is tirelessly stating that there 

is a legitimate case for the independence of Cabinda. 

 

The European Union’s developing disdain for human rights and international law cannot help 

giving rise to a growing fear of being a people once more kidnapped, thrown into ships’ holds, 

deported, abused and traded for goods or money just because of our pigmented skin. The sale 

of the book we recently published under the title «Cabinda: Obama’s Challenges in Africa» is now 

being censored both by the colonial regime of Angola and EU Member States. Is the European 

Union an anti-democratic institution by nature? One thing is for sure, the European Union has 

endorsed the evil principle of "Might is Right" that was Western European imperialist powers’ 

during the triangular trade. The valuable work of Dr. Rath Health Foundation under the title 

«The Nazi Roots of the ‘Brussels EU’» and the useful one of Prof. Nicolas Agbohou, i.e. «Le Franc 

CFA et l’Euro Contre l’Afrique» are a great help to justice-loving people inasmuch as they shed 

light over such disturbing endorsement. Is EU acting as mere instrument for the «Re-conquest of 

Africa» and the «Re-enslavement of Black Peoples» by former Western European colonial powers? 
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2. Do not Angola’s crimes in Cabinda fall within the jurisdiction of ICC? 

 

Given the international legal and moral obligations owed to the international community as a 

whole, we cannot help placing the available information concerning Angola’s internationally 

wrongful acts in Cabinda at the disposal of the Federal Republic of Germany. We believe such 

information constitutes a reasonable basis for an objective investigation. The fact of the matter 

is that Angola’s belligerent occupation of Cabinda involves the most serious crimes of concern 

to the international community as a whole, as referred to in the Rome Statute and which, as a 

result, fall indisputably within the jurisdiction of ICC (International Criminal Court).  

 

Working together for a better world is the chief ideology behind the United Nations. Besides, 

international law sets out rules governing the rights and the obligations of States. Thus, global 

players like Germany are respectfully requested and expected to explicitly and justly agree to 

our appeal for a UN hearing of our well-founded charges that Angola’s President José Eduardo 

dos Santos is guilty of international crimes in Cabinda. We believe that the salutary reasoning 

of Germany, as a country and nation whose role within EU appears to be paramount, is that 

war crimes, crimes against humanity, and crimes of genocide should in any case be prosecuted 

even if the perpetrator is an acting head of State. 

 

 

2.1 - Angola’s War Crimes in the Non-Self-Governing Territory of Cabinda! 

 

The Angolan government’s grave breaches of the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and 

other serious violations of the laws and customs applicable in international armed conflicts, are 

committed as part of a policy aimed at suppressing the legitimate aspirations of the people of 

Cabinda for self-determination and independence by means of willful killing; willfully causing 

serious injury to people’s health; extensive destruction and appropriation of property, not 

justified by military necessity and carried out unlawfully and wantonly; willfully depriving 

prisoners of war and other protected persons of the rights of fair and regular trial; unlawful 

deportation and confinement; taking of hostages; intentionally directing attacks against the 

civilian population as such and against individual civilians not taking direct part in hostilities; 

attacking or bombarding villages which are undefended and which are not military objectives; 

employing poison and poisoned weapons; committing rape, enforced prostitution, sexual 

slavery, forced pregnancy, and several other forms of sexual violence also constituting a grave 

breach of the Geneva Conventions; conscripting children under the age of fifteen years into the 

Angolan armed forces and using them to participate actively in hostilities; the transfer by the 

occupying power (Angola) of parts of its own civilian population into the territory it occupies 

(Cabinda); expressly using starvation of civilians as a method of warfare by depriving them of 

articles indispensable to their survival; and committing outrages upon personal dignity, in 

particular humiliating and dishonoring treatment. All things considered, the Federal Republic 

of Germany, as well as the United States of America and the United Nations, are required to 

impartially probe into the war crimes which we believe President Dos Santos’ colonial regime 

is accountable for. 
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2.2 - Angola’s Crimes against Humanity in the occupied territory of Cabinda! 

 

Angola’s flagrant violation of international law in occupying Cabinda, our homeland, consists 

of acts committed as part of a widespread and systematic attack directed against the civilian 

population of the occupied territory, with undeniable knowledge of the attack, by means of 

murder; forcible transfer of population; imprisonment and other severe deprivation of physical 

liberty in outrageous violation of fundamental rules of international law; rape, sexual slavery, 

enforced prostitution, forced pregnancy, enforced sterilization; torture; persecution against 

Cabindans at home and abroad on political and national grounds; enforced disappearance of 

Cabindan natives; and deprivation of access to food (livelihood) calculated to bring about the 

destruction of part of the population of Cabinda. In the end, President Dos Santos’ regime is 

performing self-evident crimes against humanity. Since such grave crimes threaten the peace, 

security and well-being of the world, we sincerely hope that the Federal Republic of Germany, 

the United States of America and the United Nations will shortly make every endeavor to put 

an end to impunity for the perpetrators of these crimes and thus contribute to the prevention of 

such atrocities.  

 

 

2.3 - Angola’s Crimes of Genocide in the Non-Self-Governing Territory of Cabinda! 

 

Angola’s belligerent occupation of Cabinda and following maintenance by force of colonial 

domination involve acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, the national 

group named Cabinda by killing its members; causing serious bodily and mental harm to its 

members; deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to cause its physical 

destruction in whole or in part; forcibly transferring children of the group to another group; 

and imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group. Hence, in view of the core 

values articulated in the tools of international law, President Dos Santos’ regime is carrying out 

unmistakable crimes of genocide in the Non-Self-Governing Territory of Cabinda. Despite the 

widely known corrupting generosity of Angola’s kleptomaniac dictator, we believe that, as 

global players most inclined to champion human rights and democracy all over the world, the 

Federal Republic of Germany, the United States of America, the United Nations and the Holy 

See will shortly make every endeavor to preserve the defenseless people of Cabinda from such 

crimes, for which the responsible officials should be held accountable.  

 

 

3. Angola’s absolute lack of legal title over the territory of Cabinda! 

 

Within the framework of Angola’s ongoing belligerent occupation of Cabinda, it is evident that 

the colonial regime of Angola is identifying sovereignty with might, instead of legal right. So is 

the corrupt regime of President Dos Santos removing the term sovereignty from the sphere of 

jurisprudence, where it had its origin and where it properly belongs, and is importing it into 

political science, where it has no chance but to be source of confusion and shocking atrocities! 

In other words, Angola is trying hard to confer, by the principle of effectiveness in the exercise 

of power, a legal title to its acquisition of the territory of Cabinda by military conquest, i.e. by 
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violent means. It is nevertheless clear that, under international law and practice, mere force 

unaccompanied by a legally recognized form of acquisition does not confer a legal title. The 

general principle of law is that a right cannot arise from a wrong. Hence, a claim to a territorial 

title which originates in an illegal act is purely and simply invalid.  

 

To the great displeasure of Angola’s tyrant, effectiveness in the exercise of power does not 

confer a valid title to an illicit act, e.g. the conquest of Cabinda by war. Effectiveness produces 

legal results if, after a reasonable time, the illicit act is not effectively contested. The principle of 

effectiveness proves thus to have two limitations. First, it has no application where a claim of 

title is maintained or, at least, is not abandoned. Secondly, it has practically no application in 

the case of legal sovereignty in contradistinction to political sovereignty for the sole reason that 

the existence or non-existence of a right cannot depend on the effectiveness of the usurpation. 

In all the instances where the sovereignty of a nation was revived or restored on its territory, 

despite its conquest and annexation, the conqueror’s annexation was thoroughly effective, and 

regardless of its effectiveness the legitimate title was restored. This comes to underscore the 

fact that a distinction exists between legal and political sovereignty, the latter meaning factual 

dominion and control and the former signifying the rightful and inalienable title of a people to 

its territory. Such a distinction corresponds to the difference between sovereignty in law (de 

jure sovereignty) and sovereignty in fact (de facto sovereignty).  

 

Even though in its political aspect sovereignty signifies the supreme power of a State over a 

certain territory and its people regardless of the legitimacy of its origin, in its legal appearance 

sovereignty entails a broader and more fundamental concept: the legal and inalienable title of a 

king or a nation to a territory. It was indeed on the basis of this concept of legitimacy of title 

that the pre-Napoleonic sovereigns were restored to power and Europe was reconstructed after 

1815. It is on the basis of the same concept that the nationhood of Poland was preserved during 

the long interregnum between 1795 and 1919 until it eventually triumphed with the restoration 

of its sovereignty and of its international personality. Again, it was on the ground of the same 

concept that Poland’s title and legal sovereignty survived the Russo-German conquest of its 

territory in 1939.  

 

The same concept of legitimacy of title sustained the continuance of Ethiopia’s sovereignty 

despite its annexation by Italy in 1936. Many States then accorded recognition, either de facto or 

de jure, to Italy’s annexation and accredited their diplomats to the King of Italy as Emperor of 

Ethiopia. Nevertheless, the fact of recognition by other States did not terminate Ethiopia’s legal 

sovereignty or extinguish its title to its territory. During the whole period of Italy’s annexation 

of Ethiopia and of the recognition of such annexation by other States, Ethiopia retained its title 

to its territory. The same fundamental concept of legitimacy of title also explains the survival of 

Austria’s sovereignty during the era of its forced union with Germany in 1938 until its formal 

re-establishment in 1945, as well as the restoration of Albania’s sovereignty after its invasion 

and annexation by Italy in 1939. All these States were restored regardless of their complete 

annexation and even extinction as political entities. These various cases of restoration of States 

and their territories can be considered as constituting applications of the modern principle that 

conquest is not a source of title.  
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With regard to the currently Non-Self-Governing Territory of Cabinda, the Federal Republic of 

Germany, as well as most permanent members of the UN Security Council, became acquainted 

with its legal and political sovereignties as early as 1885. This is the year when the international 

protectorate Treaty between Cabinda and Portugal received attention and ratification at the 

Berlin Congo Conference. At Cabindan sovereigns’ request, Portugal demarcated the borders 

between Cabinda and its two exclusive neighbors, i.e. Congo-Kinshasa (nowadays Democratic 

Republic of the Congo) and Congo-Brazzaville, then under the imperialist rule of Belgium and 

France respectively. An agreement had been signed with France in 1886 and another one with 

Belgium in 1891. When all is said and done, the 1975 Alvor agreement between Portugal and 

the Angolan liberation movements (FNLA, UNITA, MPLA) turns out to be the only tool in 

which Angola would have grounded the legality and legitimacy of its power over Cabinda. 

Though, the Alvor agreement cannot help Angola for the reason that Cabindan independence 

movement had no input on it and that shortly after that Portugal had abrogated it through the 

Decreto-Lei (Decree-Law) 458-A/75 of 22 August 1975. Accordingly, nothing binds Cabinda to 

Angola. In other words, there is no legal bond of nationality between the people of Cabinda 

and the State of Angola.  

  

Under international law, before and after the establishment of an international protectorate 

treaty, the protected State is a State in international law and subject to this legal order. Besides, 

international law asserts that a State does not cease to exist as a legal entity even if its entire 

territory is occupied by the enemy. Since Angola’s acquisition of the territory of Cabinda was 

accomplished in disregard of the accepted forms, and given Angola’s shocking atrocities in our 

homeland, we cannot help highlighting the fact that international law insists that a subject of 

international law which commits an internationally wrongful act towards another is liable for 

reparations - restitutio in integrum. 

 

 

4. African children’s basic human rights and EU’s dependence on resources of Africa! 

 

The nonexistence of good governance and better distribution of Angola’s wealth to benefit the 

poor majority is the logical result of the European Union’s policy meant to exercise full control 

over the African Continent. This, inasmuch as Western Europe’s very existence depends on the 

resources of Africa. The fact of the matter is that despite its unprincipled conduct and inherent 

criminal nature, Angola’s ruling MPLA turns out to be the darling of Western leading powers. 

Angola’s belligerent occupation of Cabinda is a «legal-political problem» that falls within the 

competence of the United Nations, particularly the UN Office of Legal Affairs (OLA), the UN 

Special Committee on Decolonization or C-24, the United Nations High Commissioner for 

Refugees (UNHCR), the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (UNHCHR), 

as well as the UN General Assembly and the Security Council. Yet, neither the European Union 

nor the United States whose oil companies are involved in Cabinda’s oil/gas exploration and 

production industry, even less the United Nations prove to be brave and fair enough to help 

restore Cabinda’s political sovereignty. The ongoing illegal and cruel sequestration of African 

children’s basic human rights by Western Europeans justifies our fear of being a people once 

more kidnapped, thrown into ships’ holds, deported, abused and traded for goods or money. 
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The fact is that, as long as Western European nations’ very existence depends on the resources 

of Africa and the resumed control exercised by the Western European governments over this 

Continent, Western European influence will never contribute to the fulfillment of international 

order of justice and peace. Yet, we are of the opinion that only an economically viable project 

likely to reconcile the clear dependence of Western Europe’s very existence on African natural 

resources and the right of African children to live prosperous lives thanks to their respective 

countries’ commodities can engender good governance, better distribution of national wealth, 

and appropriate application and implementation of international law in Cabinda and Africa at 

large. In this regard, our foreign policy, designed for Cabinda as soon as this country regains 

its political sovereignty, involves an «economically viable plan» aimed at minimizing conflicts 

and furthering economic and political interdependence. We believe the plan is viable inasmuch 

as it is good enough to reconcile Western European nations’ needs and African children’s. We 

also have confidence in the Federal Republic of Germany’s tangible and intangible instruments 

indispensable for the success of such a project both in Cabinda and Africa as a whole. Though, 

the appropriate implementation of such instruments in Africa depends on the willingness and 

rightfulness of the Federal Republic of Germany on the one hand, and on the smartness and 

self-abnegation of African leaders on the other hand. 

 

As long as Permanent Members of the United Nations Security Council yield to bribes and 

blackmails of distinguished criminal States like Angola’s; as long as the prevailing "New World 

Order", essentially characterized by the evil principle of «Might is Right», implies that national 

States that own weapons of mass destruction alone are allowed to act as absolute sovereign 

entities; as long as an economically viable plan meant to reconcile Western Europe and African 

children’s interests is not taken into consideration; and as long as African Heads of State and 

government are forced to first check with Western European capitals before making decisions; 

United Nations' undertakings cannot help being viewed as promoting obscure agendas aimed 

at re-conquering Africa and re-enslaving its dark skinned people; African Union’s subservience 

to European Union cannot enable appropriate application and implementation of international 

law in Africa; and Western European leadership in any United Nations’ specialized institution 

or international organization cannot help being a serious threat to peace, security, and integral 

development in Africa. 

 

 

5. The right to dispose of our own means of subsistence and develop self-government! 

 

It is common knowledge that the Non-Self-Governing Territory of Cabinda accounts for close 

to 80% of Angola's oil production, estimated nowadays at approximately 2,000,000 barrels per 

day (311,000m³/d). It is likewise estimated that oil exports from this illegally occupied country 

are worth the equivalent of US $234,000 per annum or US $19,500 per month for every Cabinda 

native. And yet Cabinda remains one of the poorest regions and country in Angola and Africa 

respectively. At home and abroad, Cabindans are forced to live on less than « US $1 » per day. 

It is also common knowledge that the leaders of Angola’s ruling MPLA are nothing but a gang 

which heartlessly belittle, rob and murder their own people. All things considered, President 

Dos Santos’ kleptomaniac regime will never recognize the principle that the interests of the 
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inhabitants of the occupied Cabinda are paramount; it will never accept as a sacred trust the 

obligation to promote to the utmost the well-being of the inhabitants of occupied Cabinda; and 

will never take due account of the political aspirations of the subjugated people of Cabinda, as 

recommended in Article 73 of the Charter of the United Nations. 

 

Given the clear untrustworthiness of Angola’s ruling MPLA, and considering the legitimacy of 

every Cabinda citizen’s right to live prosperous life thanks to our country’s natural wealth and 

resources, it is high time that we disposed of our own means of subsistence, particularly our oil 

revenues, and we developed self-government. In this connection, we are from now on asking 

the Federal Republic of Germany, together with the United States of America, Portugal, South 

Korea, Japan, the United Kingdom, Switzerland, Ghana, Kenya, Canada, Brazil, and the United 

Nations to assist us in having our own means of subsistence at our disposal as well as in the 

progressive development of our free political institutions. For the record, Article 1 of the 1966 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights not only declares that all peoples have the 

right of self-determination but also maintains that in no case may a people be deprived of its 

own means of subsistence. In addition, paragraphs 1 and 3 of the aforementioned UN General 

Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960 asseverate that the subjection of peoples 

to alien subjugation, domination and exploitation constitutes a denial of fundamental human 

rights, is contrary to the Charter of the United Nations, is an impediment to the promotion of 

world peace and co-operation; and that inadequacy of political, economic, social or educational 

preparedness should never serve as a pretext for delaying independence. As we are committed 

to contributing to the fulfillment of international order of justice and peace, we gladly accept in 

advance the obligations of pacific settlement provided in the Charter of the United Nations. In 

this connection, our deep conviction based on historical facts is that successful reconciliation 

only takes place when justice precedes it. 

 

We look forward to speaking with you soon in your shining country, Dear Chancellor Merkel, 

and sincerely thank you for your efforts in upholding the international laws that protect us all. 

 

 

 

Yours faithfully,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bartolomeu Capita (Mr.)  

Chairman, Cabindan National Movement 

 

 
N.B.: Copies sent to Permanent Representatives to the United Nations, to international Human Rights Groups and 

to the Old Catholic Church of Switzerland (Christkatholischen Kirche der Schweiz); 
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