
Request to Ghana’s President to intercede with US-President Barack H. Obama in behalf of Cabinda/MNC/27_May_2009 1 

 

 

 
 
Bartolomeu Capita 
Refugee under the UNHCR mandate 

c/o Frau Ursula Daepp 
Ostring 4 
CH-3006 Berne 
Tel: 076 517 83 21 

 
 
Berne, 27th May 2009 

 

 

 

Ref.: Ghana’s President to intercede with US-President Obama in behalf of Cabinda 
 
 
Mr. President,  

 
Your dear country, long since known as the African "Black Star", happens to be full Member of the 

United Nations and of the African Union. Hence, since Cabinda is an African Non-Self-Governing 

Territory to which the United Nations GA Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 

Countries and Peoples continues to apply, we respectfully refer to you in order to dutifully ask you 

to intercede with the US-President Barack H. Obama in behalf of the oppressed people of Cabinda 

represented by the Cabindan National Movement (MNC). As the military occupation and resulting 

colonization of Cabinda by Angola is seriously disturbing international peace and security in central 

and southern Africa, President Obama is required to be aware of his country’s responsibility for the 

ongoing confiscation by Angola of the Cabinda people’s legitimate right to self-determination and 

independence, and thus required to promptly play a vital role in the just resolution of the Cabinda 

issue. To help you evaluate the said US responsibility we obediently put at your disposal two main 

documents with the aid of the following links: 

 

1: http://cabindas.files.wordpress.com/2009/05/2008-05-19-us-angola-strategic-relations.pdf 

2: http://cabindas.files.wordpress.com/2009/05/2008-11-19-to-president-b-obama.pdf 

 

Mr. President, 

 
The subjugated people of Cabinda faithfully represented by the Cabindan National Movement draw the 

legitimacy of our right to self-determination and independence from the singular Protectorate treaty 

between Portugal and Cabinda signed in February 1885. That treaty not only received attention and 

ratification at the Berlin Congo Conference that took place from 15 November 1884 to 26 February 

1885, but also emphasizes Cabinda’s legal and political sovereignties within the Portuguese colonial 

Constitutions (particularly the one in force from 1933 to 1975, the year when Portugal decolonized 

most of its overseas territories). Through its 17th Session of the year 1962, the General Assembly 
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of the United Nations clearly makes common cause with the martyred people of Cabinda by hearing 

Mr. Luís Ranque Franque as representative of the Movement for the Liberation of the Enclave of 

Cabinda (MLEC), in accordance with paragraph 5 of the United Nations General Assembly resolution 

1699 (XVI) of 19 December 1961 – (Doc. A/C. 4/SR 1391 – 23 November 1962). In reply to the 

petitioner from Cabinda, the United Nations General Assembly had fairly adopted the resolution 

1807 (XVII) of 14 December 1962. Moreover, in 1963 the founding fathers of the Organization of 

African Unity (OAU) had clearly recommended the self-determination and independence of Cabinda 

to the international community as a whole, by ranking Cabinda as the 39th State in its list of the 

African countries, with Angola as the 35th. 

 

In view of the said juridical and historical factors that legitimize our right to self-determination and 

independence, as well as the Ghanaian people’s traditional devotion to the struggle for the triumph 

of international order of justice and peace, you definitely agree with MNC leaders that the prevailing 

statelessness of the Cabinda people is a "Legal-Political Problem" that falls incontestably within the 

competence of the United Nations Office of Legal Affairs, the United Nations Special Committee on 

Decolonization in particular. As we need your help within the framework of Article 35 of the Charter 

of the United Nations, and for the reason that international law is first and foremost a prerogative 

of national states, we sincerely think that it’s worthwhile annexing to this very letter two principal 

documents about the Cabindan National Movement’s line of argument regarding the Cabinda’s legal 

and political sovereignties directed to His Excellency Ambassador Dr. Marty M. Natalegawa, the 

incumbent Chairman of the United Nations Special Committee on Decolonization, and another one 

directed to Angola’s Head of State, in this instance His Excellency Mr. José Eduardo dos Santos. The 

concerned documents are attached under the following links:  

 

3: http://cabindas.files.wordpress.com/2009/05/2008-02-06-to-special-committee-on-decolonization.pdf 

4: http://cabindas.files.wordpress.com/2009/05/2008-09-23-can-angola-coerce-the-united-nations.pdf  

5: http://cabindas.files.wordpress.com/2009/05/2009-04-02-the-need-to-stop-angolas-war.pdf 

 

Mr. President, 
 
As far as your beloved country is concerned, our essential expectations draw their relevance from 

the fact that: (1) the preamble of the UN General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 

1960 enunciates the United Nations’ firm conviction according to which the continued existence of 

colonialism prevents the development of international economic co-operation, impedes the social, 

cultural and economic development of dependent peoples and militates against the United Nations 

ideal of universal peace; (2) the United Nations recognizes the  importance of its role in assisting 

the movement for self-determination & independence in Trust and Non-Self-Governing Territories, 

depending on the preamble of the same resolution 1514 (XV). Bearing in mind your country’s firm 

decision to valiantly side with the colonized peoples of Africa in their rightful quest for justice and 

freedom ever since the 1950s, we believe that you will soon and voluntarily help President Obama 
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find innovative and practical ways to eventually commence the decolonization process of Cabinda. 

In fact, on 26 May 1961, Ghana and 43 other UN Member States have exhorted the United Nations 

Security Council to examine the situation in Angola, where the measures of repression of the 

Portuguese government in its military operations against the people of Angola aimed at suppressing 

the legitimate aspirations of the concerned people for self-determination and independence were 

increasingly disturbing international peace and security. All things considered, the attainment of 

independence of most African countries and the following change of balance of power in the United 

Nations, as well as the UN Security Council resolution 163 (1961) of 9 June 1961 regarding Angola 

are indeed some of the valuable results of the Ghanaian people’s struggle in behalf of the African 

continent. 

  

Thus, please allow us to draw your good-hearted attention to the pitiful fact that Angola, this very 

African country that had been helped by the people of Ghana to free itself from the Portuguese 

colonial yoke, had promptly been converted into a mercenary entity in charge of terrorizing the 

people of Cabinda, so that powerful countries and related oil companies can cynically deprive us of 

our freedom and loot our natural wealth and resources without the slightest regard for the United 

Nations General Assembly resolution 1803 (XVII) of 14 December 1962, concerning the permanent 

sovereignty over natural resources. As we foresee the righteous US-President Obama wondering 

whether Portugal has or has no longer the legal and historical obligations to respect Cabinda as a 

political entity (with the right to self-determination and independence), we cannot help laying at 

your disposal the following link, since it incorporates what we expect Portugal to do nowadays:    

 
6: http://cabindas.files.wordpress.com/2009/05/2008-12-02-request-for-change-to-the-president-of-portugal.pdf 

 

 
Mr. President, 

 
As it is obvious that the policy of Angola in claiming the Cabindan Territory under its administration 

as integral part of Angola is contrary to the principles of the Charter of the United Nations and the 

relevant resolutions of the UN General Assembly and Security Council, and for the reason that the 

Cabindan National Movement accepts in advance the obligations of peaceful settlement provided in 

the Charter of the United Nations, it is pertinent that President Obama administration be requested 

to incarnate a new era of responsibility, so that the oppressed people of Cabinda can eventually see 

our legitimate hopes of achieving self-determination and independence succeed. The United States 

of America has always provided its allies with economic assistance, supplied them with all kinds of 

weapons and stood at their side at critical moments. Nevertheless, bearing in mind the revolting 

unfairness of the American oil companies operating in Cabinda, the United States’ gesture out of 

kindness to its allies proves to be detrimental to the people of Cabinda. 

 

The United States of America remains the most prosperous and powerful nation on Earth. So this 

evidence not only grants President Obama enviable privileges but also heavy responsibilities. Thus, 
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we would like to share with President Barack Obama our firm belief depending upon which "if most 

African countries are still to develop, it is mainly because the international community is long since 

functioning on the basis of an «indifferent» international law, the one whose only goal is to permit 

the establishment of a pacific coexistence between the most powerful nations in a military sense. In 

that case the right of the African countries to freedom and integral development is intrinsically 

revolutionary, because it involves a deep break, a definitive rupture in the ancestral tradition of the 

«indifferent» international law." Hence, what we do require of US-President and civil society is a 

concerted action aimed at breaking off the said «indifferent» international law in behalf of the 

oppressed people of Cabinda. 

 

In addition, conscious of the urgent need to avert further human suffering and material losses by 

the people of Cabinda, we deferentially request President Obama to realize that this is the time that 

those who have been deprived of justice must receive justice, and that the United States and its 

foremost allies are required to refrain forthwith from offering the Angolan colonial government any 

assistance which would enable it to continue its war against the United Nations’ ideal of universal 

peace. In this connection, we would like to quote the apposite «Inaugural Address» of President 

Obama, at the inauguration, on 20 January 2009: "We remain the most prosperous, powerful 

nation on Earth. (...) America must play its role in ushering in a new era of peace. What is required 

of us now is a new era of responsibility - a recognition, on the part of every American, that we have 

duties to ourselves, our nation, and the world, (…) To the people of poor nations, we pledge to 

work alongside you to make your farms flourish and let clean waters flow; to nourish starved 

bodies and feed hungry minds. And to those nations like ours that enjoy relative plenty, we say we 

can no longer afford indifference to suffering outside our borders; nor can we consume the world's 

resources without regard to effect. For the world has changed, and we must change with it." 

 

Thus, as we must change with the world that has changed, and since "the goal of the US diplomacy 

at the United Nations must be to make it a more perfect forum to address the most pressing global 

challenges: to promote peace, to support democracy, and to strengthen respect for human rights", 

we believe that you will find in US-President Barack Obama an attentive ear.  

 
May it please Mr. President to accept our sincere gratitude for your time and help in this subject. 

 
Yours faithfully,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Bartolomeu Capita (Mr.) 
Chairman of the Cabindan National Movement 
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H. E. Mr. Ban Ki-Moon 
Secretary-General of the United Nations 

 
Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton 

US Secretary of State 
 

H. E. Dr. Susan Rice 
US Ambassador to the United Nations 

 
Mrs. Micheline Calmy-Rey 

Swiss Minister of Foreign Affairs 
 

H. E. Ambassador Dr. Marty M. Natalegawa 
Chairman of the UN Special Committee on Decolonization 

 
His Royal Highness D. Duarte de Bragança 
Duke of Bragança/Royal House of Portugal  

 
Mr. Aníbal Cavaco Silva 

President of the Republic of Portugal 
 

Dr. Jacob Zuma 
President of the Republic of South Africa 

 
Dr. Nicole C. Lee 

Executive Director of TransAfrica Forum 
 

Honorable Andrew Young 
Chairman of the Board of the Sullivan Foundation 

 
Dr. Marc H. Morial 

President & CEO of the National Urban League 
 

Honorable Minister Louis Farrakhan 
Head of the Nation of Islam 

 
Dr. Angela Merkel 

Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany 
 

Mr. Hu Jintao 
President of the People’s Republic of China 

 
Honorable Gordon Brown 

Prime Minister of the United Kingdom 
 

Father Dr. Raul Tati 
Cabindan Human Rights Activist 

 
Mr. Lyndon LaRouche 

Lyndon LaRouche Political Committee 
 

Dr. Mahmood Ahmadi-Nejad 
President of the Islamic Republic of Iran 

 
General Shaw Clifton 

International Leader of the Salvation Army 

COPY OF THIS LETTER EXTENDED TO: 
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Pope Benedict XVI 
Head of the Roman Catholic Church 

 
Ms. Lara Pawson 

Journalist/OpenDemocracy Author 
 

Honorable Kevin Rudd 
Prime Minister of Australia 

 
Mr. Abd Al-Aziz Bouteflika 

President of the Republic of Algeria 
 

Dr. Taro Aso 
Prime Minister of Japan 

 
Mr. Peter Taksøe-Jensen 

Assistant Secretary-General (UN) for Legal Affairs 
 

Mr. Colin L. Powell 
Colin Powell Center for Policy Studies 

 
Mr. Randall Robinson 

US Writer & Social Justice Advocate 
 

Prof. Jean Ziegler 
International Human Rights Activist 

 
Mr. Dave O’Reilly 

Chairman & CEO of Chevron Corporation 
 

Mr. Luís Inácio Lula da Silva 
President of the Federative Republic of Brazil 

 
Colonel Muammar Al Qadhafi 

President of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 
 

Mr. Denis Sassou Nguesso 
President of the Republic of Congo-Brazzaville 

 
Mr. Joseph-Désiré Kabila 

President of the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
 

Mr. Ismael Gaspar Martins 
Ambassador of the Republic of Angola to the United Nations 

 
Dr. Isaías Henrique Ngola Samakuva 

President of the National Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
 

 

  

To provide his allies with the oil from the Non-Self-Governing Territory of Cabinda, the colonial regime of Angola is carrying out an authentic genocide 


