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Bartolomeu Capita 
Refugee under the UNHCR mandate 

c/o Centre Socio-C. Africain 
Neuengasse 8 
CH-3011 Berne 
Tel: +41 (0) 765 178 321 

 
 
Berne, 4th August 2009 

 

 

 

Ref.: Cabinda: The lawful right to freedom America can’t afford to trample eternally 
 
 

 
Dear Senator, 
 
Aware of what you can do for the oppressed people of Cabinda within the scope of your mandate, 

we respectfully refer to you in the name of the said people faithfully represented by the Cabindan 

National Movement (MNC), so that with the aid of your benevolent intercession the US Senate can 

finally help terminate Angola’s war against the United Nations ideal of universal peace in occupying 

and colonizing Cabinda since 1975. We are thus demanding US Senate’s fairness and urgency, for it 

is an evident affront to international law that US scholars, politicians and wealthy business men and 

women extol the virtues of a U.S.-Angola strategic relations, when the policy of Angola in claiming 

the Cabindan Territory under its administration as integral part of Angola is completely contrary to 

the principles of the Charter of the United Nations and relevant resolutions of the United Nations 

General Assembly and Security Council. 

 

Since the Gulf of Guinea is especially important in America’s effort to wean itself from dependency 

on hydrocarbons originating in the unstable Persian Gulf, the United States can’t afford to continue 

trampling over Cabinda’s lawful right to enjoy complete self-determination and independence. This, 

considering the following three momentous reasons: (1) The United States’ unquestionable political 

responsibility in Cabinda’s prevailing colonial situation; (2) Chevron’s absolute contempt for human 

rights and international law in Cabinda; (3) The United States’ international standing as a civilized 

and democratic nation, and most of all as a permanent member of the UN Security Council.   

 

Dear Senator, 
 
As for the United States’ political responsibility in the military occupation and resulting colonization 

of Cabinda by Angola, we would like to draw your charitable attention to the pitiful and indisputable 

fact that Dr. Mário Soares, the Portuguese official who took in 1974-75 the decolonization process 

of Portugal’s overseas territories in hand, is somebody who had been previously paid by CIA when 

Cabindan National Movement 

To Her Excellency 
U.S. Senator Patty Murray 
173 Russell Senate Office Building  
Washington, D.C. 20510 
Phone: (202) 224-2621  
Fax: (202) 224-0238 
United States of America  
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he was in France as a refugee in the 1970s. Therefore the prevailing colonial situation of Cabinda, 

which results from Dr. Mário Soares’ assignment on the occasion of the 1975 Agreement of Alvor 

(between Portugal and Angola’s liberation movements – MPLA, UNITA, FNLA), cannot help tainting 

the United States’ international standing for the reason that it is a flagrant violation of international 

law, and entails an obvious crime against humanity. 

 

The explicit authentication by President Bush administration of the sadly celebrated "Memorandum 

of Understanding" signed in Angola’s southern port city of Namibe on 1st August 2006, which results 

from the decried negotiations between Mr. António Bento Bembe and the Angolan government in 

Republic of the Congo (Brazzaville) on 15 July 2006, does not make the United States shine. This, 

because Mr. Bembe has no legitimacy to represent the people of Cabinda as a whole. Apart from 

being entirely corrupt, and an Angolan government’s tool since the eighties, he is fully involved in 

several instances of hostage-taking. Due to the kidnapping of a US citizen in Cabinda years ago, 

the Secretary of State, Dr. Condoleezza Rice, had issued an international warrant for the arrest of 

Mr. Bembe and his gang. Though, we all know that António Bento Bembe and his men are officially 

under the MPLA government’s protection, excepting Mr. Arthur Tchibassa who is the only man to be 

arrested by the United States. Hence to assimilate Mr. Bembe’s "Memorandum of Understanding" 

with the Angolan colonial regime into definitive aspiration of the Cabinda people gives rise to very 

much defaming speculations. People know that Bembe’s kidnappings had the blessing of Angola’s 

President! Now people are wondering whether the US secret services themselves were not behind 

the very kidnappings. America does not need to persecute Cabindans to reach Cabinda’s oil! 

  

Dear Senator,  
 
In the Non-Self-Governing Territory of Cabinda, the American oil company called Chevron has lost 

all credibility, with its performance supporting Angola’s colonial and uninterrupted effort to distract 

international attention from its violation of international law in occupying Cabinda, to frustrate the 

free functioning of democratic institutions in central and southern Africa, and to promote corruption 

and fragmentation of the Cabindan independence movement itself. Chevron is known as one of the 

world business companies that endorse the Global Sullivan Principles. Though, it threw off its moral 

compass and is exhibiting a total contempt for human rights and the core values articulated in the 

instruments of the international law.  

 

To dissuade international entities from making common cause with the martyred people of Cabinda, 

Angola’s President is used to alienating the Cabindan natural resources, particularly crude oil, to the 

great benefit of Chevron. In compensation, Chevron undertakes to maintain President José Eduardo 

dos Santos’ colonial and dictatorship’s life for renewed decades. Hence, as long as Chevron stands 

with Angola’s colonial power over Cabinda, the United States cannot help being regarded as the 

«lion» of the international system, terrorizing and preying on smaller, weaker animals in order to 

survive itself. Instead, we would like the United States to be the «elephant» that supports a wide 
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variety of other creatures – smaller mammals, birds and insects – by generating nourishment for 

them and for itself through a fair business. Since Cabinda is indisputably a Non-Self-Governing 

Territory within the meaning of Chapter XI of the Charter of the United Nations, and considering the 

UN General Assembly resolution 1803 (XVII) of 14 December 1962 concerning the permanent 

sovereignty over natural wealth and resources, the exploitation of our oil and other raw materials 

by Chevron and the colonial regime of Angola is a self-evident crime against peace and an indelible 

crime against humanity at the same time. That said, and as the United States claims to have a long 

history of promoting freedom, and democratic governance and values, we sincerely hope that the 

US Senate will soon and voluntarily do its best so that Chevron and the martyred people of Cabinda 

represented by the Cabindan National Movement can eventually be all in all to each other.  

 

Dear Senator, 
 
The United States of America happens to be permanent Member of the United Nations Security 

Council, on which the UN Charter confers primary responsibility for the maintenance of international 

peace and security. In addition, according to the prevailing US Ambassador to the United Nations, 

in this instance Her Excellency Dr. Susan Rice, "the goal of the US diplomacy at the United Nations 

must be to make it a more perfect forum to address the most pressing global challenges: to 

promote peace, to support democracy, and to strengthen respect for human rights". Consequently, 

as we would like the United States to play a vital role in the just resolution of the Cabinda issue, we 

must however emphasize the fact that the ongoing and bloody colonial conflict between Cabinda 

and Angola is a Legal-Political Problem that falls indisputably, and above all, within the competence 

of the UN Office of Legal Affairs (OLA) in general, and the UN Special Committee on Decolonization 

in particular. 

 

In view of the historical and legal factors that legitimize our independence claims, the United States 

can’t afford to everlastingly trample the lawful right of the oppressed people of Cabinda to freedom. 

This, for two more reasons. At first, the preamble of the UN General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) 

of 14 December 1960 asserts that the continued existence of colonialism prevents the development 

of international economic co-operation, impedes the social, cultural and economic development of 

dependent peoples and militates against the United Nations ideal of universal peace. Secondly, as 

the UN underscores the necessity of bringing to a speedy and unconditional end colonialism in all its 

forms and manifestations, it is obvious that the subordinate people of Cabinda are allowed to seize 

any charitable ally in our watertight act of self-defense. Hence, in view of both the US international 

standing and huge interests in Cabinda, it makes sense that the US Senate and President Obama 

administration stand shoulder to shoulder with the colonized people of Cabinda. In this connection, 

we would like to quote the pertinent «Inaugural Address» of President Obama, at the inauguration, 

on 20th January 2009: "(...) America must play its role in ushering in a new era of peace. What is 

required of us now is a new era of responsibility – a recognition, on the part of every American, 

that we have duties to ourselves, our nation, and the world, (…)".  
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Dear Senator, 
 
In our modest opinion, America’s global governing role requires an assortment of fair-minded US 

scholars and good-natured allies around, not flatterers or utilitarianists, in order not to pursue the 

so decried double standards’ policy of the last three decades. With regard to Cabinda’s political and 

legal sovereignties, we hope that the profound knowledge and priceless wisdom of the Portuguese 

monarch, in this instance His Royal Highness Duke of Braganza, as well as of the "The Foundation 

for Defense of Democracies" will ultimately find in US Senate and President Obama administration 

an attentive ear. With the political and moral subsidies of the aforementioned entities, we think the 

Senate will instantly realize that this is the time that those who have been deprived of justice must 

receive justice, and recognize that the time does not demand a hypocritical approach to solving the 

African problems, particularly the one of Cabinda. 

 

Although we willingly criticize the United States for its political failures on a worldwide scale, as its 

celebrated great love for justice and freedom proves to be far from fairly delighting nations of all 

sorts of races, we gladly acknowledge your dear country’s main role in the founding of the United 

Nations whose Charter and resolutions have made easier the decolonization process of countless 

countries across the globe. Furthermore, your beloved country’s value to Cabinda remains stainless 

since it has its roots in the historical bond between Cabinda, as one of the most important centers 

of the slave trade, and America where millions of Black people from the whole Congo basin have 

been spread, exploited, and where they still sense the obstinacy of the uncivilized virus called racial 

discrimination. In other words, the worth of the United States to Cabinda is explained by the fact 

that democratic representatives of every African country have to be incessantly reasoning with US 

political and economic leadership, with the hope of formulating a cooperative effort for the benefit 

of the whole human family. 

 

Dear Senator, 
 
In the final analysis, we hope that the presence of China in Africa, particularly in Angola, which is 

receiving widespread media coverage nowadays, will not be used as a pretext for postponing once 

more Cabinda’s attainment of independence. We hope so, for we have good reasons to rely upon 

the United States’ propensity to understand the fact that the Cabinda people faithfully represented 

by the Cabindan National Movement are well aware of the Chinese role in Africa as a simple screen 

of some Western neo-colonialists ever since the 1960s. The first President of the Republic of the 

Congo (Brazzaville), in this instance Father Fulbert Youlou, one of the African leaders who have 

dared to openly side with the Cabinda people in our lawful quest for freedom, had been victim of a 

military putsch in 1963. While he was in exile in Spain, he published his memoirs under the title - 

«J’accuse la Chine» (I accuse China). Though the Republic of the Congo (Brazzaville) has always 

been part of France’s sphere of influence! China has been similarly accused by the Angolan regime 

of being NATO’s partner for the neo-colonial conquest of Africa. That is what we have learned from 

«Moscow and the Angolan Crisis: A New Pattern of Intervention» written by Dr. Odd Arne Westad, 
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in CWIHP Bulletin 8/9 Winter 1996, pp. 34-36. Here is the related excerpt: «The Secretary of the 

CC MPLA-PT [referred to] the interference of Western powers—the members of NATO in the 

previous conflict in the province of Shaba and their proposal to create an inter-African armed force 

which would be used not only to resolve the current tasks of putting down the revolt of the Lunda 

nationality, [but also for] the preservation of the Mobutu regime, and the possibility for foreign 

monopolies to continue to exploit the resources of the province of Shaba. The fact, declared P. 

Luvualu, that the Republic of South Africa has expressed a desire to take part in the inter-African 

forces confirms our evaluation of the neo-colonial nature of these forces. This evaluation is also 

confirmed by the fact that China has sent military instructors to Zaire and has offered equipment 

for arming the inter-African forces.  In the estimation of P. Luvualu, this issue concerns armed 

forces of international imperialism which are being created by NATO with the aim of supporting 

reactionary, unpopular regimes in Africa as well as supporting the struggle against progressive 

African countries and national liberation movements. The long term goals of the Western countries 

consist of strengthening the position of NATO in the central part of Africa in order to break through 

to the Indian Ocean, i.e. for the neo-colonial conquest of Africa». 

 

As we respectfully entreat the United States of America to play a vital role in the just resolution of 

the Cabinda issue, together with the Holy See, Portugal, Switzerland, Germany, United Kingdom, 

Canada, Brazil, Japan, South Korea, India, Indonesia, Ghana, South Africa, Congo-Brazzaville, the 

Democratic Republic of the Congo and Algeria, we cannot help drawing the benevolent attention of 

the US Senate and President Obama administration to the fact that the Portuguese nation remain, 

within the framework of the Cabinda issue, very much reliable in the eyes of the Cabindan National 

Movement’s leaders and followers. 

 

May it please Dear Senator to believe our sincere gratitude for your time and help in this matter. 
 
Yours faithfully,  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bartolomeu Capita (Mr.)  
Chairman of the Cabindan National Movement 
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H. E. Mr. Ban Ki-Moon 

Secretary-General of the United Nations 
 

Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton 
US Secretary of State 

 
H. E. Dr. Susan Rice 

US Ambassador to the United Nations 
 

Mrs. Micheline Calmy-Rey 
Swiss Minister of Foreign Affairs 

 
H. E. Ambassador Dr. Marty M. Natalegawa 

Chairman of the UN Special Committee on Decolonization 
 

His Royal Highness D. Duarte de Bragança 
Duke of Bragança/Royal House of Portugal  

 
Prof. Aníbal Cavaco Silva 

President of the Republic of Portugal 
 

Prof. John E. Atta Mills 
President of the Republic of Ghana 

 
Dr. Nicole C. Lee 

Executive Director of TransAfrica Forum 
 

Honorable Andrew Young 
Chairman of the Board of the Sullivan Foundation 

 
Dr. Marc H. Morial 

President & CEO of the National Urban League 
 

Honorable Minister Louis Farrakhan 
Head of the Nation of Islam 

 
Dr. Angela Merkel 

Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany 
 

Mr. Hu Jintao 
President of the People’s Republic of China 

 
Honorable Gordon Brown 

Prime Minister of the United Kingdom 
 

Father Dr. Raul Tati 
Cabindan Human Rights Activist 

 
Mr. Lyndon LaRouche 

Lyndon LaRouche Political Committee 
 

Dr. Mahmood Ahmadi-Nejad 
President of the Islamic Republic of Iran 

 
General Shaw Clifton 

International Leader of the Salvation Army 
 

COPY OF THIS LETTER EXTENDED TO: 
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Pope Benedict XVI 
Head of the Roman Catholic Church 

 
Archbishop Dr. Celestino Migliore 

President of the Path to Peace Foundation 
 

Ms. Lara Pawson 
Journalist/OpenDemocracy Author 

 
Honorable Kevin Michael Rudd 

Prime Minister of Australia 
 

Mr. Abd Al-Aziz Bouteflika 
President of the Republic of Algeria 

 
Dr. Taro Aso 

Prime Minister of Japan 
 

Mr. Peter Taksøe-Jensen 
Assistant Secretary-General (UN) for Legal Affairs 

 
Mr. Colin L. Powell 

Colin Powell Center for Policy Studies 
 

Mr. Randall Robinson 
US Writer & Social Justice Advocate 

 
Prof. Jean Ziegler 

International Human Rights Activist 
 

Mr. Dave O’Reilly 
Chairman & CEO of Chevron Corporation 

 
Mr. Luís Inácio Lula da Silva 

President of the Federative Republic of Brazil 
 

Colonel Muammar Al Qadhafi 
President of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 

 
Mr. Denis Sassou Nguesso 

President of the Republic of Congo-Brazzaville 
 

Dr. Jacob Zuma 
President of the Republic of South Africa 

 
Mr. Benjamin Todd Jealous 

President & Chief Executive Officer of NAACP  
 

Mr. Joseph-Désiré Kabila 
President of the Democratic Republic of the Congo 

 
Dr. Isaías Henrique Ngola Samakuva 

President of the National Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
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The Cabindan National Movement (MNC), founded in 
Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of the Congo, in 1989, is the 
movement that is making every endeavor to free Cabinda 
from the Angolan colonial yoke, in pursuance of the United 
Nations General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 
December 1960, concerning the Declaration on the Granting 
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, as well as 
the United Nations General Assembly resolution 1807 (XVII) 
of 14 December 1962.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Although MNC is logistically and financially still poor, it has  
no intention of compromising with injustice, for its founding 
principle is to be the liberation movement that combines 
legitimacy, integrity, and the genuine desire to pursue its 
declared aims. Hence, it has set itself the task to rekindle the 
hopes of the Cabindan children who have been deprived of our 
freedom, robbed of our natural wealth and resources, and 
plunged into hardship. In a word, it has set itself the task to 
honor all Cabindan citizens who have shed blood for our 
beloved people and country. But then, in order to discharge 
its duty, it has to have recourse to the proponents of freedom, 
justice, peace, and the civilization of love. 
                                                                                
                                                            Gabriela Malonda 

 

As it is committed to contributing to the 
fulfillment of international order of 
justice and peace, MNC accepts in 
advance the obligations of peaceful 
settlement provided in the Charter of the 
United Nations. Its foreign policy, once 
Cabinda recovers its political sovereignty, 
is aimed at minimizing conflicts and 
promoting practical political and 
economic interdependence. MNC intends 
to make life easier for every Cabindan 
citizen just with thirty percent of each 
Cabindan natural resource, to devote ten 
percent to the African-Americans, and the 
remaining sixty percent to the rest of the 
human family, more particularly to 
African countries in need. 

 


